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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Malvern 

Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1934; 
this  is  my  twenty-seventh  Annual  Report  as  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  directed  that  this  should  be  an 
“Ordinary  Report”  and  not  a  “Survey  Report.” 

Copies  will  be  sent,  as  usual,  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  the  County  Council. 


7,288 
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A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  Acres) 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident 
Population,  1934 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1934) 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


17,590 

4,850 

£142,550 

£544 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority.  , 

(a)  Medical — Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

C.  R.  P.  Mitchell,  M.D.  (part  time). 

Superintendent  of  the  Isolation  Hospital : 

J.  B.  Jessiman,  M.B.  (part  time). 

(b)  Others. — Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  under  Housing 

Acts  : 

Hugh  L.  Whitwham,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert,  of  R. 
San.  Inst,  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examina¬ 
tion  Joint  Board  as  Sanitary  Inspector;  Cert, 
of  R.San.  Inst,  as  Inspector  of  Meats  and 
Foods. 

Veterinary  Surgeon  : 

B.  Seeker,  M.R.C.V.S. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  district  is  largely  residential,  and  is  also  a  popular  educa¬ 
tional  centre.  There  are  no  large  industries,  and  I  regret  to  say 
that  to-day  probably  the  largest  industry  in  the  District  is  quarry¬ 
ing  of  the  Malvern  Hills. 

The  local  branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  figures  for  the  past  two  years,  which  shew  a  decrease  of 
approximately  3%  in  unemployment  for  1934. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate. 

156  births  were  registered  in  the  District,  but  the  total  number 
allocated  to  the  District  was  197  ;  of  these  182  were  legitimate  and 
15  illegitimate. 

From  this  figure  the  Birth  Rate  is  11.1  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 


4 


The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  14.8  per  1,000, 
the  lowest  on  record. 

On  referring  back  to  my  Report  of  1914,  198  births  were  then 
registered  as  belonging  to  the  District  (4  only  born  outside  the 
District  and  allocated  to  it)  but  the  Birth  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  very  different  to  what  it  is  to-day.  My  Report  states 
that:  “The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1914  being  23.8  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  the  lowest  on  record!” 


Still  Births. 

5  Still  Births  were  registered  :  all  of  legitimate  infants,  and 
the  resulting  Still  Birth  Rate  was  14.8  per  1,000  of  the  total  births 
registered. 


Death  Rate. 

In  the  District  itself  192  deaths  were  registered,  but  the  total 
number  allocated  to  the  District  was  242,  as  compared  with  249 
last  year. 

From  this  figure  the  Death  Rate  amounts  to  13.1  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  as  compared  with  14.3  for  last  year. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  Death  Rate  was  11.8  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  as  compared  with  14.3  for  last  year. 

12  deaths  occurred  at  ages  between  90  and  100  years. 

There  is  an  interesting  point  regarding  the  comparison  of  the 
weather  for  the  later  parts  of  1933  and  1934.  In  1933  when  the 
North  East  wind  began  to  blow  from  the  1st  of  November,  and 
the  weather  was  cold  and  dry,  there  were  58  deaths  ;  in  1934  with 
the  wind  South  West,  and  the  weather  mild  with  considerable  rain¬ 
fall,  there  were  39  deaths. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  or  other 
Puerperal  Causes. 


The  principal  causes  of  death,  with  the  corresponding  figures 
for  1933,  are  g'iven  in  the  following  table  : — 


1934. 


Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral-spinal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  0 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System...  11 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  ...  2 


1933. 

0 

0 

0 

8 

1 

15 

4 


5 


# 


1934. 

1935 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane . 

1 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

34 

36 

1 

Diabetes 

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

14 

14 

Heart  Disease 

59 

60 

Aneurysm 

1 

2 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

10 

25 

Bronchitis 

7 

9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

12 

10 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2  i 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

0 

Diseases  of  Liver  (other  than  Cirrhosis) 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)  ... 

2 

0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

6 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

17 

8 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 
Malformations,  etc. 

5 

7 

Senility 

14 

12 

Suicide 

3 

2 

Other  Violent  Deaths 

8 

9 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

23 

14 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  unknown 

0 

1 

Infantile  Mortality. 

8  infants  belonging  to  the  District  died  during  the  year.  This 
figure  represents  an  Infantile  Mortality  of  40.6  per  1,000  births 
registered,  and  is  the  lowest  since  1926,  when  the  figure  was  28.7 
(a  record  for  the  District). 

In  England  and  Wales  the  Infantile  Mortality  was  59  per 

1,000. 

6  cases  died  actually  in  the  District,  and  one  of  these  was  a 
patient  in  Hospital  who  came  from  another  District. 

Premature  birth  was  the  cause  of  one  death,  the  infant  living 
a  week. 

Two  of  the  others  were  from  congenital  defects. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants. 

There  was  one  death  from  measles,  the  case  being  a  girl 
aged  six,  who  died  outside  the  District,  but  was  transferred  in. 

There  was  no  death  from  Whooping  Cough. 
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There  were  two  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years). 

There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during'  the  year. 

The  only  cause  of  sickness  specially  noteworthy  during  the 
year  was  an  outbreak  of  a  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  Gravis, 
This  will  be  referred  to  later  in  the  Report. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  unemployment  had  exercised  any 
significant  influence  on  the  health  or  physique  of  children  or  adults. 


B. — General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities  remain  as  before. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities.  The  ambulance  stationed  at  the 
Fire  Station  for  accidents,  etc.,  is  quite  sufficient.  The  ambulance 
for  infectious  cases  is  also  quite  adequate,  and  no  delay  has  been 
experienced  in  the  removal  of  patients. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home.  There  are  five  District  Nursing 
Associations,  each  of  whom  employs  a  District  Nurse,  as  follows: 
Great  Malvern  and  Welland,  North  Malvern,  West  Malvern, 
Malvern  Link,  Christ  Church. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  There  are  three  Infant 
Welfare  Centres  in  the  District,  and  one  ante-natal  clinic. 

(e)  Hospitals — 

(1)  Malvern  General  Hospital,  a  voluntary  hospital  for 
general  cases. 

(2)  Malvern  Isolation  Hospital  at  Half  Key,  Malvern, 
where  there  are  blocks  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria 
and  Typhoid  ;  under  special  circumstances  cases  of 
other  diseases  have  been  admitted. 


C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

The  town’s  water  main  has  been  extended  into  the  new  parts 
of  the  District  to  take  the  place  of  wells  to  a  large  extent  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit.  This  new  main  supplies  parts  of  Guarlford, 
Sherrard’s  Green  and  Bellars  Lane.  As  usual  the  supply  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Samples  are  sent  regularly  to  the  County  Analyst,  and  I 
append  copies  of  reports  from  the  two  sources  kindly  furnished  me 
by  the  Surveyor — Mr.  W.  Osborne  Thorp. 
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Report  on  Water  samples  sent  to  the  County  Analyst  periodically 
for  examination : — 


Shirehall, 

Worcester. 


MALVERN  WATER. 

Red  Sandstone  Supply.  Hill  Supply. 


Solids  in  Suspension 

Solids  in  Solution  at  100°  C.  ... 

Solids  in  Solution,  appearance  ... 

Solids  in  Solution  after  ignition 

Behaviour  of  Solids  on  ignition 

Phosphates 

Chlorine  as  Common  Salt 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  ... 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Colour 

Deposit 

Smell 

Hardness — Permanent  ... 

Temporary  ... 

Total 


Parts  per  100,000. 


none 

none 

22.0 

8.0 

white 

white 

17.0 

6.0 

slight  browning 

no  change 

nil 

nil 

3.0 

2.1 

0.0006 

0.0016 

0.005 

0.002 

0.03 

0.013 

trace 

nil 

clear 

clear 

none 

none 

none 

none 

4.6  Clark 

2.0  Clark 

7.0  Clark 

0.2  Clark 

11.6 

2.2 

Gelatine  cult. 
Agar  at  37° 
Coli 


Bacterial  Examination. 

35  per  1  c.c. 

2  per  1  c.c. 

0  per  185  c.c. 


Bacterial  Examination- 
12  per  1  c.c. 

2  per  1  c.c. 

0  per  185  c.c. 


The  water  is  of  good  quality  and  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 


County  Analyst, 
Worcester. 


(Signed)  C.  C.  DUNCAN. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  have  been  no  important  extensions  of  sewerage.  In 
the  old  part  of  the  District  water  carriage  system  is  practically 
universal,  but  in  the  new  part  earth  closets  are  the  rule ;  schemes 
for  the  extension  of  sewers  to  deal  with  these  areas  are  under  con¬ 
sideration. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 


There  are  none  in  the  District. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

There  has  been  no’  conversion  from  the  conversancy  system 
to  the  water  carriage  system.  The  number  of  earth  closets  con¬ 
verted  to  the  water  carriage  system  in  recent  years  is  extremely 
small. 

As  mentioned  above  water  carriage  system  is  more  or  less 
universal  in  the  old  parts  of  the  District  and  has  been  so  for  years. 
In  the  Sherrard’s  Green  and  Bellars  Lane  areas  where  water 
closets  were  connected  to  the  sewer,  but  were  hand  flushed,  some 
50  or  60  flushing*  cisterns  with  water  supply  have  been  installed. 


Public  CleansinCx. 

Conditions  remain  as  in  previous  years,  and  I  consider  them 
satisfactory. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Particulars  of  this  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Whitwham’s  Report, 
which  follows  on  page  18. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  of  any  kind  was  taken  during  the  year,  nor  was  it 
necessary. 


Schools. 

All  the  public  elementary  schools  in  the  District  are  supplied 
with  water  from  the  town  mains,  and  water  closet  accommodation 
is  universal. 

Epidemic  disease  was  not  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  the 
amount  of  school  closure  required  was  unusually  low. 

The  following  is  the  list : — 

Infants’  Department,  Great  Malvern  Parochial  School,  from 
July  18th  to  August  2nd,  on  account  of  Whooping 
Cough. 

Malvern  Wells  Parochial  School,  from  mid-day,  November 
26th,  to  November  30th,  on  account  of  Diphtheria. 

One  certificate  for  attendance  under  60%,  and  that  was  for 
the  Infants’  Department  of  the  Great  Malvern  Parochial  School, 
for  the  week  ending  July  13th. 
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I). — Housing. 

Mr.  Whitwham,  your  Officer  under  the  Housing  Acts,  has 
furnished  me  with  the  following  figures  : — 

I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  186 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  811 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  in¬ 
spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 


Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ... 

74 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

437 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

13 

(L 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  168 


II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  tiie  Year  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  conequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  53 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de¬ 
fects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  0 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — - 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  5 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  hi  ...  ...  0 


E.-— Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

All  the  farms  and  dairies  in  the  district  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year  by  myself  and  by  your  Inspector. 

The  year  is  noteworthy  in  the  number  of  applications  from 
dairymen  for  licences  to  produce  a  Designated  Milk,  chiefly  from 
farms  in  the  new  parts  of  the  District. 

This  is  distinctly  encouraging. 

The  work  to  bring  some  of  the  sheds  up-to-date  has  been  con¬ 
siderable,  and  has  entailed  a  good  deal  of  supervision  on  the  part 
of  your  Inspector. 

He  has  furnished  me  with  the  following  details  : — 

Grade  “A”  Milk  is  produced  at  four  farms  in  the  district  under 
Licence  issued  by  the  County  Council. 

Certified  and  Pasteurised  Milk  is  being  retailed  in  the  District 
under  Licence,  by  producers  whose  premises  are  situated  outside 
the  Malvern  boundary. 

Samples  of  these  milks  are  regularly  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst  for  examination. 
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There  remains  a  certain  amount  of  selling-  of  milk  by  one 
milkman  to  another  :  this  I  have  noted  during  my  rounds  in  the 
District  and  in  my  private  capacity.  This  practice  may  add 
materially  to  the  difficulty  of  the  Public  Health  Authority  in  tracing 
the  source  of  a  milk  borne  epidemic,  and  may  bring  under  suspicion 
a  perfectly  innocent  milk  vendor. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  13  Slaughterhouses  in  the  District  have  been  visited  by 
myself  and  your  Inspector  during  the  year. 

Thorough  meat  inspection  is  impossible  under  existing  circum- 
tances,  as  I  have  pointed  out  for  many  years. 

It  seems  ridiculous  that  in  a  small  District  such  as  this,  with 
a  population  of  some  17-18,000,  there  should  be  13  separate  estab¬ 
lishments  in  which  meat  is  killed  and  dressed  ;  apart  from  meat 
brought  into  the  Distrcit  from  slaughterhouses  and  markets  which 
are  situated  outside  the  Malvern  boundary. 

Conditions  on  the  whole  are  fairly  satisfactory,  but  some  of 
the  houses  are  wooden  structures  which  are  difficult  to  cleanse. 

The  amounts  of  meat,  etc.,  surrendered  during  the  year  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption  was  : — 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Food  202  tins 

Fowls  ...  ...  ...  11 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  lcwt.  Iqr.  121bs. 

The  condition  of  the  shops  where  food  is  sold  has  not  caused 
any  adverse  criticism.  In  one  instance  there  was  marked  improve¬ 
ment  as  it  had  been  lined  with  glazed  bricks  throughout. 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  reg'ard  to  vehicles  engaged  in 
the  conveyance  of  food  or  milk. 

The  Bakehouses  throughout  the  District  have  been  visited 
from  time  to  time  throughout  the  year.  There  are  22  bakehouses 
and  most  of  these  bake  on  a  small  scale.  The  one  underground 
bakehouse  in  the  District  is  used  very  little,  as  the  proprietors  of 
the  shop  now  bake  elsewhere. 

(c)  Adulteration. 

The  Police  are  the  Authority  under  these  Acts. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

This  work  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory,  Worcester. 

(e)  Nutrition — Dissemination  of  Knowledge. 

Beyond  the  lectures  given  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Infant 
Welfare  Association,  there  has  been  no  work  on  the  dissemination 
of  knowledge  of  nutrition. 
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F. — Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

As  mentioned  above  with  regard  to  school  closure  the  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  was  low  during  the  year.  The  most  important 
item  was  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  Gravis,  which  occurred  for  the 
first  time  in  the  District. 

There  was  no  noteworthy  spread  of  notifiable  disease,  but  the 
penalty  of  being  an  educational  centre  may  be  noted  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  from  private  schools,  beginning 
soon  after  return  to  school  after  the  various  holidays.  In  my  last 
report  I  had  to  note  the  same  in  regard  to  Diphtheria,  all  the  cases 
notified  being  connected  with  private  institutions. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox,  Cerebro-spinal  Fever, 
Encephalitis  lethargica,  or  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  were  less  than 
one-third  of  those  for  1933,  and  all  but  three  were  notified  during 
the  months  January  to  March,  when  the  treacherous  North  East 
wind  was  blowing  incessantly.  No  cases  at  all  were  notified 
during  the  second  half  of  the  year.  On  looking  into  my  weekly 
notes  of  years  past,  this  appears  to  be  a  record  since  notification 
of  Pneumonia  became  compulsory.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the 
absence  of  Pneumonia  was  largely  due  to  the  mildness  of  the 
weather  during  the  last  quarter. 

Regarding  the  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease,  a  meeting  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Worcester¬ 
shire  County  Council,  the  members  of  the  Malvern  Urban  District 
Council  and  Upton  Rural  District  Council  attending.  The 
amalgamation  of  the  hospital  areas,  and  the  use  of  the  Upton 
Isolation  Hospital  only  in  cases  of  emergency  was  suggested,  but 
the  Upton  Authority  would  not  agree  to  this. 

Anti-scarletinal  serum  is  given  as  a  routine  measure  in  the 
hospital  and  has  materially  reduced  the  length  of  stay. 

Influenza  was  absent  from  the  District  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 
No  death  from  this  disease  was  notified. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  now  (1935)  in  progress 
among  the  children  attending  the  National  Schools,  etc.,  and  I 
know  that  it  was  carried  out  in  2  private  schools  during  the  year. 

The  school  teachers  are  prompt  in  sending  notification  of  any 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease  among  the  children. 

There  were  no  other  diseases  which  required  special  attention. 


13 


t 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR,  1934. 


Smallpox. 

No  case  of  Smallpox  was  notified. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

30  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  43  in  1933.  10  of 

these  cases  came  from  Institutions  in  the  District. 

In  two  cases  two  members  of  the  same  family  were  affected. 

The  cases  were  sporadic  ones  notified  from  all  parts  of  the 
District  throughout  the  year ;  there  was  no  epidemic. 

The  disease  was  the  cause  of  one  death.  This  was  a  child 
who  was  removed  home  while  still  suffering  from  myocardial 
trouble,  and  there  developed  symptoms  of  acute  rheumatism. 

28  cases  were  removed  to  your  Hospital. 

The  monthly  incidence  of  the  disease  was  as  follows  : — 

January  1;  February  5;  March  9;  April  1;  May  1; 

June  3;  July  4;  August  4;  September  1;  October  1. 


Diphtheria. 

10  cases  were  notified  and  of  these  4  came  from  institutions 
in  the  District.  4  cases  proved  to  be  cases  of  Diphtheria  Gravis. 
The  sudden  and  alarming  onset  of  this  outbreak  will  be  seen  from 
this  table  : — 

Case  I.  admitted  on  Tuesday,  November  20th,  7  a.m., 
died  Wednesday,  November  21st,  at  10  p.m. 

Case  II.  admitted  on  Thursday,  November  22nd, 
12-30  p.m.,  died  Friday,  November  23rd,  at  2-25  a.m. 

Case  III.  admitted  on  Saturday,  November  24th,  2-30  p.m., 
died  Tuesday,  November  27th,  at  10-45  a.m. 

Case  IV.  admitted  on  Sunday,  November  25th,  12-30  p.m., 
died  same  day,  at  6  p.m. 

In  the  course  of  an  inspection  on  November  22nd,  of  that 
part  of  the  District  where  the  cases  occurred,  with  Mr.  Whitwham, 
we  learned  that  a  brother  of  the  second  case  had  been  away  from 
home  in  the  Ledbury  District  about  a  fortnight  before  and  had 
had  a  sore  throat  with  glands  and  nasal  discharge  with  blood. 
(I  examined  this  boy’s  throat  which  appeared  normal). 

W e  were  then  informed  that  a  younger  brother  was  in  bed 
upstairs  with  a  sore  throat  and  fever,  and  that  the  doctor  had 
seen  him  that  morning. 

I  hat  evening  I  called  on  the  doctor  and  asked  him  to  take 
swabs,  which  he  did  with  negative  results 
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I  visited  the  school  and  told  the  master  to  stop  the  usual 
school  routine  and  to  take  the  children’s  lessons  out  of  doors,  if 
possible,  and  give  them  walks. 

« 

Next  day,  Friday,  I  learned  that  a  class  mate  of  Case  I.  had 
died.  I  had  another  interview  with  the  doctor  in  the  District 
and  his  locum  tenens  with  regard  to  the  situation  :  this  was  that 
two  deaths  had  occurred  in  two  days  in  children  with  severe 
membranous  throats  on  which  Diphtheria  anti-toxin  had  no  effect. 
Dr.  Parker,  County  Medical  Officer,  was  away  from  home,  so  I 
had  no  one  to  consult  with  in  this  unprecedented  outbreak. 
Naturally  the  District  was  in  a  ferment  over  this  almost  “  Black 
Death,”  and  as  swabbing  the  throats  of  all  the  children  seemed 
futile,  when  swabs  from  the  affected  ones  were  negative,  the  only 
further  step  I  could  think  of  was  of  sending  out  the  following 
circular : — 

“Dear  Sir,  or  Madam, 

“  Warrington  National  School,  Malvern  Wells. 

“  In  consequence  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  among 
the  scholars  at  the  above  School,  you  are  requested  to  submit 
your  child  (or  children)  to  a  test — that  is,  a  small  injection 
in  the  arm,  which  is  quite  harmless — and  which  will  show 
if  the  child  is  susceptible  to  Diphtheria  or  not.  If  susceptible, 
this  would  be  followed  up  by  a  further  injection  which  would 
render  the  child  immune  to  the  disease.  It  is  important  that 
all  the  children  in  the  area  should  be  so  examined  if  the  test 
is  to  be  carried  out  at  all. 

“  Will  you  kindly  signify  if  you  agree  to  this  or  not. 

“  Yours  faithfully, 

“  C.  R.  P.  Mitchell, 

“  Medical  Officer  of  Health.” 

And  with  the  Department  working  at  high  pressure  all  the 
children  took  home  copies  of  this  on  the  Friday  afternoon. 

On  the  Saturday  I  learned  that  the  mother  and  sick  brother 
of  Case  II.  had  been  removed  to  Hospital  on  suspicion.  On 
Sunday  I  was  informed  also  of  a  further  case  from  the  same 
neighbourhood  of  a  boy  taken  ill  over  night  with  a  sore  throat 
and  a  high  temperature  (105);  this  boy  was  seen  at  7-30  a.m. 
by  his  doctor  and  was  given  8,000  units  of  anti-diphtheria  serum 
on  the  spot  before  removal  to  Hospital.  He  died  in  convulsions 
at  6  p.m.  on  the  same  day. 

On  communicating  with  the  Hospital  I  was  told  that  the  boy 
removed  on  Saturday  now  had  paralysis  of  the  palate  and  was 
gravely  ill.  The  situation  appeared  most  alarming  and  routine 
precautions  seemed  of  little  avail. 

I  may  say  that  I  had  been  in  consultation  from  time  to  time 
during  these  anxious  days  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 
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On  Sunday  evening  I  wrote  a  full  account  of  the  outbreak 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  on  Monday 
I  had  a  telephone  message  from  Dr.  E.  J.  Shaw,  one  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Ministry  who  had  had  much  experience 
in  investigations  of  serious  epidemics,  to  say  that  he  would  come 
here  on  Tuesday  to  hold  an  inquiry.  I  was  very  glad  to  have 
the  advice  of  a  specialist. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon  the  doctors  who  had  attended  the 
cases  and  the  temporary  Medical  Officer  at  the  Hospital  met 
Dr.  Shaw  at  my  house  and  we  went  into  detail  with  regard  to 
each  case.  Dr.  Shaw  gave  it  that  in  his  opinion  the  outbreak 
was  one  of  Diphtheria  Gravis,  though  Case  III.  might  suggest 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever. 

He  later  inspected  the  school  involved  and  that  part  of  the 
District,  and  also  visited  the  Isolation  Hospital,  where  he  saw 
the  patients. 

It  was  remarkable  that  in  these  4  fatal  cases  all  swabs  were 
negative. 

It  may  be  noted  in  the  Table  that  3  fatal  cases  of  Diphtheria 
only  are  allocated  to  the  District,  as  the  parents  of  case  No.  1  live 
outside  the  District. 

No  further  cases  occurred  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

All  10  cases  were  removed  to  your  Hospital. 

The  School  re-opened  on  the  4th  December  after  being  closed 
a  further  period  of  four  days  by  the  County  Authorities. 


Pneumonia. 

16  cases  were  notified  as  against  51  last  year.  13  of  these 
occurred  in  the  first  quarter,  and  from  June  14th  there  were  no 
further  notifications  during  the  year. 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid). 

There  was  no  cases  of  Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid  during  the 
year. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  were  5  cases  during  the  year,  4  of  these  being  removed 
to  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  for  treatment.  The  fifth  case  came 
from  another  District  for  her  confinement  to  a  Nursing  Home 
here,  and  was  treated  here. 


16 


Erysipelas. 

5  cases  were  notified,  and  the  monthly  incidence  was: — 
January,  1;  February,  2;  September,  1;  November,  1. 

(a)  Cancer. 

No  observations  can  be  furnished  as  regards  this  disease, 
the  incidence  of  which  seems  to  be  diminishing  in  this  District. 

(b)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925. 

(c)  Tuberculosis. 

14  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  1  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 

The  new  cases  and  death  are  set  out  in  age  groups  below  : — 


Age 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonarv. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

0 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F.  M.  F. 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  —  — 

1 

— 

— 

—  1 

— 

—  —  1 

5 

1 

— 

-  - 

— 

-  -  - 

15 

1 

4 

-  - 

2 

1  —  — 

25 

— 

4 

—  — 

— 

6  —  — 

35 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

-  -  - 

45 

1 

1 

-  - 

3 

-  -  - 

55 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

-  -  - 

65  & 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

1  —  — 

upwards 

3 

11 

—  1 

5 

8  —  1 

8  cases  received  Sanatorium  treatment  during'  the  year. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Preven¬ 
tion  of  T.B.)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925. 

The  Meteorological  Report  by  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  W. 
Osborne  Thorp,  and  the  statistics  taken  under  his  supervision, 
will  be  found  on  the  last  pages  of  this  Report. 

I  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  R.  P.  MITCHELL. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Public  Health  Department, 

The  Council  House, 
Malvern, 

May,  1935. 

1 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Malvern 

Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  third  Annual  Report 
as  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer,  dealing  with  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  1934. 

The  Sanitary  Survey  of  the  added  area  commenced  in  1933 
was  continued,  and  satisfactory  progress  was  made  in  connection 
with  the  5  year  housing  programme. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  the  Home  Office,  tables  giving  full  particulars  of  the 
inspections  made,  together  with  notes  thereon,  will  be  found  in 
the  Report. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  was  1,705; 
full  details  are  shown  in  the  appended  list. 
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Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 


Houses  Inspected,  Public  Health  Act  ... 

112 

Works  in  Progress 

264 

Reinspections 

•••  •  .  .  •••  ••• 

204 

Houses  Inspected,  Housing  Act... 

26 

House  to  House  Inspections 

48 

Works  in  Progress 

160 

Reinspections 

.  •  .  ...  ...  ... 

277 

Inspections  of 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

10 

y  y 

Factories 

8 

y  y 

Workshops 

7 

y  y 

Bakehouses 

50 

y  y 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

3 

y  y 

Slaughterhouses 

48 

y  y 

Butchers’  Shops 

47 

y  y 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ... 

8 

y  y 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

Milkshops 

227 

y  y 

Food  Shops 

13 

y  y 

Fish  Friers’  Premises  ... 

4 

y  y 

Public  House  Conveniences 

8 

y  y 

Public  Conveniences 

7 

y  y 

Refuse  Tips 

1 

Special  ATisits, 

Advisory  Interviews,  etc. 

180 

Visits  re  Infectious  Disease 

28 

Rat  Infestation 

...  ...  ...  ... 

52 

Smoke  Observations 

4 

Total  1,705 

Complaints. 

The  Register  shows  that  111  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year  under  review,  these  having*  reference  to  the  following 
matters  : — 


Blocked  and  Defective  Drainage  ...  9 

Defective  Closet  Accommodation  ...  1 

Insanitary  Conditions  of  Dwelling-houses  44 
Defective  Roofs,  Floors,  Windows,  etc.  2 

Unsatisfactory  Water  Supplies  ...  2 

Smells  from  Public  Sewers  ...  ...  1 

Smells  from  Drains  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter  ...  4 

Nuisances  from  the  Keeping  of  Animals  3 

Premises  infested  with  Rats  ...  ...  23 

Absence  of  or  defective  Ash  Receptacles  2 

Non-collection  of  House  Refuse  ...  1 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


Where  a  nuisance  or  defect  was  found  to  exist,  steps  were 
taken  to  remove  the  cause  of  the  complaint  by  drawing  the 
attention  thereto  of  persons  responsible  by  letter  or  interview,  a 
procedure  which  has  generally  been  effective. 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out. 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Fittings. 

Number  of  Houses  and  Premises  Re-drained  ...  9 

Repairs  or  Amendments  to  existing  Drains  ...  20 

Drains  or  Gullies  Unstopped  or  Cleansed  ...  13 

Length  in  Yards  of  Stoneware  Drains  Laid  ...  442 

Length  in  Yards  of  Heavy  Cast-iron  Drains  Laid  161 

Manholes  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Manholes  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Intercepting  Traps  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fresh  Air  Inlets  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  ,  ...  5 

New  Gulley  Traps  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Gully  Curbs  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  ...  8 

New  Soil  Pipes  and  Ventilating  Shafts  Fixed  ...  10 

Soiled  Pipes  and  Ventilatng  Shafts  Repaired  ...  18 

Water  Tests  Applied  ...  ...  ...  . .  153 

Smoke  Tests  Applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Air  Tests  Applied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

New  W.C.  Pedestals  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  28 

W.C.’s  Unstopped,  Cleansed,  or  Repaired  ..  10 

Existing  Flushing  Cisterns  Repaired  ...  ...  15 

New  Flushing  Cisterns  Fitted  W.C.’s  ...  ...  32 

Joints  between  W.C.’s  and  Flush  Pipes  Repaired  1 
New  W.C.  Apartments  Provided  ...  ...  22 

New  Urinals  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Lavatory  Basins  Provided  ...  ...  ...  14 

Baths  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

New  Impervious  Sinks  Provided  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  Waste  Pipes  Fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Waste  Pipes  Trapped,  Repaired,  or  LTnstopped  ...  26 

Cesspools  and  Stagnant  Ditches  Cleansed  ...  5 

Miscellaneous. 

New  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Roofs  Repaired  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  14 

Eaves  Guttering  Renewed,  Cleansed  or  Repaired...  8 
Rainwater  Pipes  Provided,  Repaired  or  Unstopped  9 
Damp  Walls  Remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Walls  Repointed  or  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ventilation  under  Floors  Provided  ...  ...  2 

Yards  Paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Paving  of  Yards  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Floors  of  Rooms  Relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Floors  of  Rooms  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  21 

Rooms  Cleasned,  Distempered  or  Repapered  ...  157 

New  Windows  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Windows  Repaired  and/or  made  to  open  ...  9 

New  Sash  Cords  Provided  ...  ...  ...  20 

Window  Sills  Repaired  or  Provided  ...  ...  — 

Doors  Provided  or  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Staircases  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Workrooms  (including-  Bakehouses)  Cleansed  and 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  Service  Pipes  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  Provided  with  Water  Supply  from  Town’s 

Main  . . .  30 

Movable  Sanitary  Dustbins  Provided  ...  ...  49 

Nuisances  from  Overcrowding'  Abated  ...  ...  8 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  Removed  ...  ...  4 

Accumulations  of  Manure  Removed  ...  ...  4 

New  Ranges  and  Stoves  Provided  ...  ...  2 

Stoves  and  Ranges  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  17 

Food  Stores  Provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Washing  Coppers  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  10 

Verminous  Rooms  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  10 


Housing. 

The  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932,  require 
the  Local  Authority  to  make  provision  for  a  thorough  Inspection 
to  be  carried  out  from  time  to  time  of  the  dwelling-houses  in  their 
district.  The  chief  object  of  the  inspections  is  to  ascertain  the 
state  of  the  houses  in  relation  to  the  following  matters  :  — 

(1)  The  arrangement  for  preventing  the  contamination  of  the 

water  supply. 

(2)  Closet  accommodation. 

(3)  Drainage. 

(4)  The  condition  of  the  house  in  regard  to  light,  the  free 

circulation  of  air,  dampness  and  cleanliness. 

(5)  The  paving,  drainage  and  sanitary  condition  of  any  yard 

or  outhouses  belonging  to  or  occupied  with  the  house. 

(6)  The  arrangements  for  the  storeage  of  refuse. 

(7)  The  existence  of  any  room  which  by  virtue  of  sub-section 

(1)  of  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  be  a  house 

unfit  for  human  habitation.  (This  section  refers  to 

basement  dwellings.) 

(8)  Any  defects  which  tend  to  render  the  house  unfit  for  human 

habitation. 

Proper  records  have  to  be  made  containing  information  as  to 
the  state  of  the  house,  the  action  taken  to  secure  the  remedy  of 
any  defects  and  the  result  of  such  action. 

The  making'  of  systematic  house-to-house  surveys  is  a  work 
of  considerable  importance.  It  results  in  many  houses  being  pre¬ 
vented  from  becoming  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  enables 
Local  Authorities  to  enforce  a  reasonable  standard  of  fitness. 

The  Housing  Act,  1930,  which  came  into  operation  on  the 
16th  August,  1930,  replaces  a  number  of  sections  in  Part  I.  of  the 
Housing  Act  of  1925  dealing  with  the  repair,  closing  and  demolition 
of  unfit  houses. 
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The  method  provided  by  the  Act  distinguishes  sharply  between 
the  houses  which  can,  and  those  which  cannot,  be  rendered  fit  at  a 
reasonable  expense. 

On  any  report  that  a  house  is  unfit,  the  house  has  to  be  classi¬ 
fied  by  the  Local  Authority  as  being  repairable  at  a  reasonable  cost, 
or  as  being  not  so  repairable. 

Section  17  provides  that  in  the  former  case  a  person  having 
control  of  the  house  (as  defined  by  section  17  (2)  shall  be  required 
to  repair  the  house  (and  the  Local  Authority  in  his  default  may  do 
the  work  and  recover  the  cost  from  him). 

In  the  latter  case  this  Act  provides  that  the  house  is  to  be 
demolished  unless  the  Local  Authority  accept  an  undertaking  from 
the  owner,  either  that  the  house  shall  cease  to  be  used  for  human 
habitation,  or  that  he  will  within  a  specified  time  carry  out  such 
works  which  will,  in  the  Local  Authority’s  opinion,  render  it  fit. 

Section  62  of  the  Act  provides  that,  in  determining  whether 
a  house  is  fit  for  human  habitation,  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the 
extent — if  any — to  which,  by  means  of  disrepair  or  sanitary  defects, 
it  falls  short  of  the  standard  required  by  the  local  byelaws,  or  of 
the  general  standard  of  housing  accommodation  for  the  working 
classes  in  the  district. 

Sanitary  defects  are  defined  in  the  same  section. 

74  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Regulations 
during  the  year  1934.  These  being  situated  in  Malvern  Link  and 
Guarlford. 

As  a  result  of  these  inspections,  the  following  summarv  of 


unsatisfactory  conditions  has  been  compiled  : — 

Uncleanly  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

State  of  Repair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Closet  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Paving  or  Sanitary  Condition  of  any  Yard  or  Out¬ 
building  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Any  Defect  in  other  matters  which  may  tend  to 
render  the  Dwelling-house  Dangerous  or 
Injurious  to  the  Inhabitants  ...  ...  ...  9 

Unsatisfactory  Supply  of  Water  ...  ...  ...  17 

Means  for  the  Disposal  of  House  Refuse  ...  ...  43 


Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation. 

Representations  were  made  in  respect  of  13  houses  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  of  being  rendered 
fit  at  a  reasonable  expense. 
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Undertakings  by  owners  to  carry  out  works  in  order  that 
Demolition  Orders  should  not  be  made  were  accepted  in  respect  of 
3  houses  situated  in  Lower  Howsell,  and  in  respect  of  2  cottages 
situated  at  West  Malvern.  Subsequently  these  dwellings  were 
reconditioned,  the  latter  mentioned  being  converted  into  1  cottage. 

The  following  dwelling-houses  were  demolished  : — < 

1  and  2,  Piefinch  Cottages,  Newtown  Road,  Malvern. 

145  and  146,  Hall  Green,  Malvern. 

3,  Close  Cottages,  Church  Road,  Malvern  Link. 

An  undertaking  that  a  dwelling-house  known  as  the  Hut, 
Pickersleigh  Road,  should  not  again  be  used  for  human  habitation 
was  accepted. 

No.  3,  Upper  Dingle,  West  Malvern,  which  was  scheduled  as 
being  unfit,  was  reconditioned  by  the  owners  without  the  service 
of  formal  notices. 

Malvern  (Peckham  Cottages)  Clearance  Order,  1933. 

The  9  dwelling-houses  which  constituted  the  area  on  which 
this  order  was  made  were  vacated  early  in  December,  and  the 
owners  proceeded  immediately  with  the  demolition  work. 

Overcrowding  in  Dwelling=Houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  7  houses  were  officially  known  to  be 
overcrowded.  The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during 
the  year  was  8.  The  families  concerned  were  transferred  into  new 
Council  Houses.  Overcrowding  is  a  chief  consideration  of  the 
Housing  Committee  in  the  selection  of  tenants  from  the  list  of 
applicants  for  Council  Houses. 

During  the  year  under  review  24  new  Council  Houses  were 
erected  on  sites  situated  in  the  following  parts  of  the  district  :  — 

Malvern  Wells  ...  ...  10  houses 

Lower  Howsell  ...  ...  4  houses 

Poolbrook  ...  ...  10  houses 

The  first  two  schemes  were  carried  out  under  the  Housing 

(Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1924,  and  the  latter  scheme  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1930. 

All  the  houses  were  occupied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Council  Houses. 

The  Council’s  Housing  Estates  received  full  attention.  Com¬ 
plaints  were  promptly  investigated,  and  where  necessary  remedial 
works  were  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  your  Surveyor. 

The  Council  now  have  12  Housing  Estates  which  are  situated 
in  various  parts  of  the  district;  in  all  there  are  210  houses. 

On  a  report  of  the  Housing  Committee,  the  Council  appointed 
a  full-time  official  for  the  superintendence  and  proper  management 
of  those  Estates. 
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Common  Lodging  House. 

10  inspections  were  made  at  the  Common  Lodging  House 
which  is  situated  in  Belmont  Road.  It  was  not  found  necessary 
to  report  any  breach  of  the  Byelaws,  and  it  has  been  perfectly  free 
from  Infectious  Disease. 

Drainage  and  Sanitation. 

During  the  year  9  houses  were  entirely  re-drained,  and  the 
drainage  systems  of  20  houses  were  partially  reconstructed. 

For  the  purpose  of  keeping  records  in  connection  with  houses 
and  premises  re-drained,  plans  drawn  to  scale  are  prepared, 
together  with  a  report  showing  full  particulars  of  the  work  carried 
out. 

Sanitary  Certificates. 

10  Sanitary  Certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  the  following 
premises,  subsequent  to  the  work  being  carried  out  to  the  specifi¬ 
cation  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 


St.  Christopher’s,  West  Malvern. 

Raglan  House,  West  Malvern. 

Ivy  Cottage,  West  Malvern. 

1  and  2,  The  Bungalow,  St.  James’s,  West  Malvern. 
Valley  View,  West  Malvern. 

12,  Church  Cottages,  West  Malvern. 

Garden  Cottage,  West  Malvern. 

Arundel  House,  Richmond  Road,  Malvern  Link. 

The  Wells  House  School,  Malvern  Wells. 

St.  Kitts,  St.  Andrew’s  Road,  Malvern. 


Infectious  Disease. 

The  total  number  of  patients  sent  to  your  Isolation  Hospital 
during  the  year  was  54,  and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the 
cases  admitted  : — < 

From  this  District  : 


Scarlet  Fever 
Observation  Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Observation  Typhoid 
German  Measles 


28 

3 

10 

2 

1 


44 


From  Martley  Rural  District  Council  : 


Scarlet  Fever 

Private  Patients  from  Outside  the  District 


6 

4 


10 
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Total  54 


8  cases  from  within  the  District  and  10  from  outside  were 
admitted  as  paying-  patients  in  accordance  with  the  scale  of  charges 
made. 

8  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  4  of  Diphtheria  admitted  to  your 
Hospital  were  from  private  schools  and  institutions. 

The  usual  steps  have  been  taken  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
Infectious  Disease,  and  investigations  were  made  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  your  Medical  Officer,  and  disinfection  of  the  homes  and 
clothing  of  infected  persons  have  been  carried  out. 

% 

Disinfection. 

The  number  of  rooms  disinfected  is  125,  68  loads  of  bedding, 
clothing,  etc.,  were  removed  to  your  Hospital  for  disinfection,  and 
4  lots  of  bedding,  etc.,  have  been  destroyed. 

8  library  books,  having  been  exposed  to  an  infectious  disease, 
were  destroyed. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

The  provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901, 
which  your  Council  has  to  administer,  chiefly  relate  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  matters  : — 

(1)  (a)  Cleanliness. 

(b)  Air  Space. 

(c)  Ventilation. 

(d)  Drainage. 

(e)  Provisions  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  for  both 

sexes. 

(2)  The  provision  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  in 

Factories,  and  Workshops  in  which  more  than 
40  people  are  employed. 

(3)  Sanitary  Regulations  for  Bakehouses. 

(4)  Homework. 

The  following  table  shows  the  list  of  Factories,  Workshops  and 


Workplaces  on  the  Register  : — 

Furnishers  and  Upholsterers  ...  ...  5 

Ironmongers  and  Tinsmiths  ...  ...  5 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  ..  ...  8 

Tailors  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Builders,  etc.  ...  ..  ...  ...  18 

Shoemakers  and  Repairers  ...  13 

Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Laundries  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  5 

Restaurant  Kitchens  ..  ...  ...  3 

Various  ...  ..  ....  .  ...  24 


25 


134 


# 

This  list  is  being  corrected  and  a  new  Register  is  in  course 
of  preparation. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  of  Factories,  Workshops 
and  Workplaces  are  as  follows,  the  table  being  in  accordance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Home  Office  : — 


Number  of 

Premisks 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

N  otices 
(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

29 

n 

— 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

Laundries) 

40 

1 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’ 
premises) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

69 

1 

- — 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  are 
as  follows  :  — 


Number  of  Defects 

No.  of  Offences 

Particulars 

0) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

in  respect  to 
which  Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

(f>) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

7 

7 

_ 

_ 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 

_ 

— 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  draininge  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

Other  nuisances 
Sanitary  Accommodation  : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient 

1 

. 

_ 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

_ 

. _ _ 

Not  separate  for  sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factorv 
and  Workshops  Acts  : 
Illegal  occupation  of 
underground  bake- 

house  (s.101) 

Other  Offences 
(Excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  and  offences 
under  the  Sections  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Schedule  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health 
(Factories  and  Workshops 
Transfer  of  Powers) 

Order,  1921.) 

Total 

9 

8 

— 

- — 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  now  27  Cowkeepers  on  the  Register,  of  whom 
19  are  also  Retailers  of  Milk.  In  addition,  there  are  16  Retail 
Purveyors  of  Milk  who  are  not  Cowkeepers. 

26  Dairymen  are  on  the  Register  of  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk 
whose  premises  are  situated  outside  the  Malvern  Area. 

This  Register  has  been  revised  and  brought  up-to-date. 

During  the  year,  227  inspections  were  made  of  dairies  and 
cowsheds;  early  morning  visitation  to  ascertain  conditions  at  the 
time  of  milking  proved  satisfactory. 

From  time  to  time  joint  visits  were  made  by  your  Medical 
Officer  and  Inspector.  Requests  for  cleansing  and  limewashing 
of  cowsheds  and  the  removal  of  accumulations  of  manure  from 
foldyards  were  made  in  7  instances. 

Letters  of  caution  were  sent  to  3  Dairymen  who  had  been 
observed  bottling  milk  in  the  street. 

The  cowshed  at  Rose  Farm,  Guarlford  Road,  Malvern,  and 
a  cartshed  which  had  been  used  as  a  cowshed  at  the  Model  Farm, 
West  Malvern,  were  entirely  reconditioned. 

Tubular  Standings  and  other  up-to-date  equipment  was  in¬ 
stalled  at  these  premises. 

At  3  other  farms  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  dairies, 
which  included  the  provision  of  steam  sterilization  plants.  It  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  Milk  Producers  in  the  district  are  adapting 
their  premises  to  modern  methods  with  a  view  to  the  production 
of  a  clean  milk. 


The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923. 

Grade  “A”  Milk  is  now  produced  at  4  farms  under  licences 
granted  by  the  County  Council. 

Two  Retailers  were  granted  Supplementary  Licences  under 
the  above  Order,  one  being  Grade  “A”  and  the  other  for 
Pasteurised  Milk. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  eleven  samples  of 
Certified  Milk  were  obtained  and  delivered  to  the  County  Analyst 
for  Bacteriological  Examination. 

Sixteen  samples  of  Grade  “A”  Milk  were  also  taken  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Council. 

All  the  samples  of  milk  were  found  on  examination  to  be 
satisfactory  and  complied  with  the  conditions  prescribed  in  the 
above  Order. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
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Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  13  private  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district.  These 
are  situated  in  widely  different  parts  of  the  District,  and  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  carry  out  efficient  inspection  to  see  that  the  Byelaws  are 
complied  with. 

Systematic  meat  inspection  is  absolutely  out  of  the  question ; 
it  is  most  disappointing  that  this  important  work  cannot  be  under¬ 
taken. 

Butchers’  Shops. 

The  Butchers’  Shops  in  the  district,  to  which  some  47  visits 
were  made,  were  found  to  be  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 
Modern  refrigerating  equipment  is  practically  universal  throughout 
the  district. 


Slaughter  of  Animals’  Act,  1933. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  39  Licences  were  issued  to 
slaughtermen. 

The  operation  of  the  Act  which  relates  to  the  stunning  of  all 
animals,  including  sheep,  by  means  of  mechanically  operated 
instruments,  prior  to  slaughter  in  a  Slaughterhouse,  was  not  new 
to  Malvern,  as  this  was  enforced  under  the  Council’s  Byelaws 
relating  to  Slaughterhouses. 

Unsound  Food. 

The  following  articles  of  diseased  or  unsound  food  have  been 
condemned  and  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  :  — 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  lcwt.  lqr.  121bs. 

Fowls  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foods  : 

Meats,  Fish,  Fruits, 

Vegetables  ...  202  tins 


Offensive  Trades. 

The  business  of  Fish  Fryer,  of  which  there  are  4  establish¬ 
ments  within  the  District,  is  the  only  trade  scheduled  as  an 
Offensive  Trade  carried  on  in  Malvern. 

1  here  appears  to  be  very  little  demand  for  this  class  of  food 
in  Malvern,  that  is  emphasised  by  the  fact  that  the  Fish  Fryers’ 
premises  are  only  opened  on  certain  days  in  the  week. 

Inspections  were  made  at  these'  premises,  which  were  at  all 
times  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  in  accordance 
with  your  Bye-laws. 
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Extension  of  Urban  Boundaries. 

To  ascertain  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  districts  taken 
over  as  a  result  of  the  extension  of  the  Urban  boundaries 
in  April,  1932,  the  survey  involving'  house-to-house  visitation  was 
continued,  and  during'  the  year  reports  were  made  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  on  the  conditions  prevailing'  in  various  parts 
of  the  added  area. 

52  samples  of  water  from  wells  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst  for  examination. 

Water  service  pipes  from  the  town’s  main  were  laid  on  to 
28  houses,  as  a  result  of  action  being'  taken  by  the  Department. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Inspections  were  made  of  some  52  privately  occupied  lands 
and  premises  subsequent  to  complaints  from  occupiers  of  the 
prevalance  of  rats,  when  advice  and  assistance  was  given  on  the 
destruction  and  eradication  of  the  rodent.  Considerable 
attention  was  paid  to  the  important  factor  of  the  rat  proofing  of 
premises. 

During  the  week  fixed  as  National  Rat  Week  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  a  campaign  was  carried  out  on  the 
same  lines  as  in  previous  years. 

Samples  of  poisonous  preparations  such  as  the  Ministry 
recommend  were  given  to  some  50  applicants. 

The  services  of  a  rat  catcher  was  engaged  for  the  purpose 
of  visiting  premises  at  the  request  of  owners  or  occupiers,  and 
this  was  greatly  appreciated  by  the  public.  During  the  campaign 
visits  were  also  made  to  public  refuse  tips  and  public  works. 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  rat  catcher  was  92. 

To  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  a  report  was  forwarded  on  the  methods  adopted'  within 
your  area  during  National  Rat  Week. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  institute  any  legal  proceedings  during 
the  year. 

Conclusion. 

I  am  again  indebted  to  Dr.  Mitchell  for  his  kind  co-operation 
and  invaluable  help  on  matters  relating  to  the  District,  so  freelv 
given,  which  I  gratefully  acknowledge. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  R.  A.  Upstone,  for  his  loyal 
support  and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  carried  out  his 
duties  in  the  Department. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  L.  WHITWHAM. 
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MALVERN  METEOROLOGICAL  STATION. 

The  year  1934  was  particularly  remarkable  for  its  general 
mildness,  the  excess  of  sunshine,  the  warmth  of  July,  and  deficiency 
of  rainfall  in  February. 

January  had  a  rainfall  slightly  above  the  normal,  with  heavy 
rain  on  the  11th,  the  mean  temperature  was  40  degrees,  equal 
to  the  normal  for  the  past  twenty  years. 

February  was  one  of  the  dryest  Februarys  recorded,  with 
less  than  half  an  inch  of  rain,  it  was  also  the  sunniest  February 
since  records  have  been  kept  here.  The  mean  temperature  was 
39.3  degrees,  slightly  below  the  average.  March  was  rather  un¬ 
settled,  though  the  rainfall  was  about  normal,  as  was  also  the 
amount  of  sunshine.  The  mean  temperature  in  April  was  slightly 
above  the  average,  rainfall  of  3.12  inches  being  also  above  the 
average,  and  sunshine  considerably  below.  May  was  noteworthy 
for  its  deficiency  in  rainfall,  whilst  bright  sunshine  was  slightly 
in  excess  of  the  average,  and  temperature  somewhat  above  normal. 
June  was  a  particularly  dry  month  with  less  than  an  inch  of  rain, 
but  with  only  just  the  normal  amount  of  sunshine,  whilst  tempera¬ 
ture  was  three  degrees  above  the  average.  July  was  particularly 
warm  and  sunny,  with  82  hours  more  than  the  average,  amount 
of  sunshine,  rainfall  was  less  than  half  the  normal,  and  mean 
temperature  5^  degrees  above.  From  the  4th  to  the  11th,  maxi¬ 
mum  temperatures  of  over  80  degrees  were  recorded  each  dav, 
the  highest  being  88  degrees  on  the  9th  and  11th. 

August  had  a  rainfall  slightly  below  normal,  temperature  and 
sunshine  being  about  the  normal. 

September  was  warm,  2  degrees  above  normal,  rainfall  was 
average,  and  sunshine  rather  in  excess. 

October  was  dull,  sunshine  being  below  the  average,  but 
temperature  above,  whilst  rainfall  was  only  half  the  expected 
amount.  November  was  also  dull,  with  only  a  third  the  average 
normal  sunshine,  but  temperature  was  above  the  normal,  and  rain¬ 
fall  two-thirds  of  an  inch  below. 

December  was  remarkable  for  its  high  temperature,  over  6 
degrees  above  normal,  the  highest  so  far  recorded,  rainfall  was 
heavy,  viz.,  6  inches,  being  nearly  double  the  average,  sunshine 
being  rather  below  the  normal. 

Generally  there  was  a  minimum  of  snow  and  freedom  from 
thunderstorms,  and  except  the  8th  of  August,  when  just  over  an 
inch  of  rain  fell,  any  heavy  rainfall.  The  coldest  day  was  on 
February  26th,  with  35  degrees,  the  coldest  night  January  25th, 
24  degrees;  the  warmest  davs  July  9th — 11th,  88  degrees,  and 
the  warmest  night  July  12th,  63  degrees. 

Barometric  pressure  was  normal  for  the  year,  an  exceptionally 
low  reading  of  970  millibars  being  recorded  on  December  15th, 
whilst  the  highest  recorded  since  1913  occurred  on  February  15th, 
viz. ,  1048  millibars. 
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Wind  velocities  were  low,  no  severe  gales  were  recorded. 
November  had  seven  calm  days  without  wind. 

Humidity  at  9  a.m.  averaged  about  78  per  cent.  There  was 
almost  a  complete  absence  of  fog,  morning  fog'  being  recorded 
on  two  mornings  in  January  and  February  respectively  and  one 
day  in  November.  Apart  from  a  few  slight  snow  showers,  there 
was  no  heavy  snowfall  during  the  year. 


The  rainfall  variation  recorded  during  the 
parts  of  the  district  was  as  follows  :  — 

Public  Library  (Meteorological  Station)... 

West  Malvern  . 

Britsh  Camp  Reservoir  . 

Barnard’s  Green  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
Bromsberrow  Pumping  Station  . 


year  in  different 


25.18  inches. 


23.45 

24.46 
25.11 
24.33 


)  } 
)  > 
y  y 


WIND  SUMMARY. 


(5  Winter  Months  and  7  Summer  Months.) 


Winter 

Summer 

Winter 

Summer 

N.N.W. 

2  days 

11  days 

E.N.E.  2  days 

2  days 

N. 

6  ,, 

9  „ 

E.  3  ,, 

1  n 

N.N.E. 

6  ,, 

3  ,, 

E.S.E.  2  ,, 

2  ,, 

N.E. 

3  „ 

13  „ 

S.E.  6  ,, 

16  ,, 

17  days 

36  days 

13  days 

21  days 

S.S.E. 

13  days 

8  davs 

W.S.W.  5  days 

10  days 

s. 

11  „ 

15  ,, 

W.  15  ,, 

29  ,, 

s.s.w. 

13  ,, 

24  „ 

W.N.W.  5  ,, 

11  „ 

s.w. 

26  „ 

22  „ 

N.W.  19  ,, 

31  ,, 

63  days 

69  days 

44  days 

81  days 

Total  Wind  days 

344 

Total  Calm  days 

21 

365 

The  few  number  of  days  on  which  wind  between  E.N.E. 
to  E.S.E.  was  recorded  is  noteworthy. 


Meteorological  Station, 
Malvern. 


Wm.  OSBORNE  THORP. 
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39  per  cent,  of  total  possible  sunshine. 


